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START OF CLASS PROCEDURES 
  
Remind students how class is to begin and have them practice entering the room if 
necessary. You can have students act out how to enter the room if they are late and how 
NOT TO, in order to bring the lesson home with drama and good humor.  
 
You may want to wait to discuss your tardy policy or you may want to address it right 
away, depending on your class.  Make sure that your tardy policy is in line with school-wide 
rules. Some teachers want students to quietly sign a piece of paper by the door and note the 
number of minutes they are late. Those minutes can be made up at lunch or break, if you 
wish. Other teachers will mark tardies themselves as students arrive. Some teachers will not 
give tardy students credit for the Warm-Up or Do-Now activity when they are late. Others 
will give only partial credit, while still others will give full credit as long as the task is 
completed in time. Above all, make sure you start class on time with meaningful work.  
 
On the following pages you will find ideas on what to choose for your Warm-Up or Do 
Now in different subject areas, as well as some sample lesson plans.  
	
	
Start of Class: Sample Lesson #1 
 
Teacher: Lisa D. 
Grade Level: Middle School (science) 
Lesson and Image: Beginning of Class Routine 
 
Lesson Plan: 
Objective:  All students will be able to get to the fourth step (level 4) of the getting started 
routine for Science class on a daily basis. 
 
Motivation:  I often find myself telling my students to get to work or to get started with their 
work or asking what is taking them so long.  Here is a concrete, teachable way to get them to 
a particular point in the class without nagging, getting frustrated or wasting time.  
 
Procedure: 
 
1. Place Bell Work questions on overhead.  

2. Stop the class after about 2 minutes and inform multiple students of the level that they 
have achieved.  “Angelica you are at a Level 1”, which would mean she is at the first of 
four steps in the getting started routine. “Georgia you are at a Level 3” which would mean 
she is at the third step of four. 
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3. Teach the four steps: (1) Going directly to your assigned seat, (2) Taking out all materials, 
(3) Putting book bag under your chair and (4) Beginning bell work on board.  Refer to the 
visual aids in the front of the classroom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. Model each step with a student, then challenge an entire table to model the step in 
competition being first.  Reward them with a new pen or the like.  Have a student/table 
model the incorrect steps as well (such as a book bag on the table as you begin working 
on the bell work), referring to the visual aid in the front of the classroom.   

5. Reinforce the idea that just as you want to achieve a level 4 on a test, you want to achieve 
a 4 on the getting started routine.  It may also be worth a random prize tomorrow or the 
rest of the week.   

6. Practice the following class sessions that week, making corrections and reminders as 
necessary.  Reward randomly the successful students.  Students are told to raise their 
hand if there is any issue preventing them from getting to a Level 4, such as needing to 
borrow a pen to begin work.  

7. Consequences After the first week of practice, consequences will be assigned for 
students who do not comply with the routine. Gently reminding will be used first, such as 
two fingers being held up when speaking to a specific student, meaning s/he was at a 
level 2 and needs to keep moving along the routine. Then our hierarchy of discipline will 
be used. Name on the board to formally warn student. Check mark next to name to warn 
again. Two check marks = call home. 3 check marks = 15minutes detention. 4 check 
marks = referral to Dean.  
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Start of Class: Sample #2 
 
Teacher: Marlena S. 
Grade Level: High School (English) 
Procedure: Independent Reading for Start of Class 

. 

Learning Intention: 
 
Today I will be able to: transition quickly into class and begin independent reading 
So that I can: follow my ELA classroom’s expectations 
I’ll know I’ve got it when: I immediately copy my heading and Learning Intention, and begin 
my independent reading task.  
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Do Now: Think & Jot -- What genre of music do you find motivating or fun to listen to? 
__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Mini Lesson: 

• Students will share their responses to the Think & Jot from the Do Now. (I will chart 
their responses) 

• Explain to students that we have been struggling to meet the expectations of settling in 
and beginning the school-wide requirement of 10 minutes of independent reading.  

• Display expectations of arriving to class.  
o Arrive to class in an orderly fashion; 
o Immediately take out our notebook/binder, and begin to copy your heading and 

Learning Intention for the day; 
o Take out your independent reading book and begin reading. A timer will begin 

and is set for 10 minutes.  
• Beginning today, we will use music as a way to transition us into our ELA class.  
• Display the title of the song and where the song comes from. “Bonjour” by Beauty and 

the Beast.  
• Explain that I will play the song as they are entering my classroom. By the time the 

song has ended, students should be seated, heading / Learning Intention copied, and 
independent reading book out. Also, remind students that they will always have a 
visual aid displayed on the smart board to remind them of how they should appear in 
class.  

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
I DO: (I will model the procedure they will follow when arriving to class) 

• Play “Bonjour” from Beauty and the Beast.  
• Walk into the classroom from the doorway and go straight to an empty seat. (Think 

Aloud: “Here I am in our ELA classroom. I am arriving in a quiet manner and taking out 
my notebook. Notice that I am not chatting with anyone, and I am focused on 
beginning my work for class”) 
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• Begin copying my heading and Learning Intention for the day. (Think Aloud: “I am 
writing my full name, date, class, and school. I am also copying my Learning Intention 
word for word.”) 

• Take out an independent reading book. (Think Aloud: My independent book is always 
with me. I carry it because this is also the same book that I use for homework as 
independent reading. I am going to sit quietly and read until the timer goes off.”) 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
We Do: Students will practice the procedure. 

• Remind students that now we have gone over our procedure for independent reading 
time, beginning tomorrow this must be followed as soon as they enter the classroom. 
They will always enter the room hearing “Bonjour”. However, we are going to practice 
the procedure today and pretend it is the beginning of the class.  

• Instruct students to line up outside the door in the hallway.  
• After students have lined up, I will begin playing the song “Bonjour” and instruct 

students to enter the classroom.  
• On the smart board, students will have a visual aid that reminds them as to what they 

should look like when they are beginning independent reading (see visual at end of 
lesson plan).  

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Assessment of the ‘We Do’: 
! I will walk around with my clipboard and note my observations made as students follow 

and perform the procedures for independent reading.  
! The chart will be have on the right side a list of the each student and boxes available 

to be checked off when they have met the following… 
" Seated, 
" Copied their heading, 
" Copied their Learning Intention, 
" Took out their independent reading material and began reading.  

_________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
*Consequences / Incentives  

• Commend students on a job well done on following the procedure. Acknowledge, if 
any, improvements that are needed.  

• Display and explain the consequences and incentives of this procedure.  
 

☺ Incentive: Students who meet all of the criteria on my daily checklist next to their name 
will receive extra points towards their classwork percentage.  

$ Consequence: One point off their classwork grade on report cards.  
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Common Traits of  Effective  
Beginning Routines 
	
Ø 		Completed Silently  

Ø   10 Minutes Maximum 

Ø   Based on Content and/or Skills  

Ø   Credit Bearing 

Ø   No/Very Little Review Required 
 
Ø   Open-Ended, Nobody Can     
      Finish Early 
 
Ø   Clear & Consistent Stop Signal 
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Warm Ups & Do Nows: 
Samples Packet 



Warm	–	Up	
	
Do	Now,	Bell	Ringer,	Beginning	

Rou6ne	

In	an	ideal	world,	what	
would	your	class(es)	look	
and	sound	like	when	class	

begins?		
	

What	are	you	using	for	a	
beginning	rouGne?	What	
do	you	like	and	dislike	

about	it?	
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PERSONAL:	Write	about	your	day	yesterday.	
What	stands	out	in	your	mind?	What	made	
you	happy,	sad,	excited,	etc	and	why?	What	
do	you	anGcipate	for	today?	Is	there	
anything	you	can	do	to	make	this	day	beSer	
than	yesterday?	Pen	to	paper	for	10	
minutes.		
	
	
CONTENT:	Read	the	quote	on	the	board	and	
respond	in	your	journal.	What	does	it	make	
you	think	or	feel?	Why?	What	kind	of	person	
do	you	think	might	have	said	this?	Why?	
What	is	this	similar	to	or	connected	to	in	
your	own	experience?	Pen	to	paper	for	8	
minutes.		
	
	

Skill	Based:	Journal	
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Students	choose	books	
• 		teach	how	to	choose	
• 		field	trip	to	library	
• 		give	list	of	recommendaGons	
• 		classroom	lending	library	
	
Mon	to	Thurs	read,	Fri	write	
	
Teacher	check	in	
• 		2	per	day	when	possible	
	
When	done	write	summary	&	review		
• 		5x7	card,	green	if	recommending,	red	if	not	
• 		post	card	on	reading	wall	

New	book	chosen,	min	2	per	semester	

Skill	Based:	Silent	Reading	
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Areas	of	Focus-	
	
Stamina/Persistence	
	
DeducGon/Educated	Guessing	
	
Read	potenGal	answers	first	
	
Skipping	tough	quesGon	
	
Reading	comprehension	strategies	
	
	

Skill	Based:	Test	Prep	
	

©	2016	Conscious	Teaching			
www.consciousteaching.com		
800-667-6062	

5	



Skill	Based:	Test	Prep	(Persistence	&	Reading	Comprehension)	

	
Direc6ons:	Read	the	paragraph	and	answer	the	ques6ons	that	follow.	
	

	Corandic	is	an	emurief	grof	with	many	fibs;	it	granks	from	corite,	an	olg	which	cargs	
like	lange.	Corite	grinkles	several	other	tarances,	which	garkers	excarp	by	glarking	the	
corite	and	starping	in	tranker-clarped	storbs.	The	tarances	starp	a	chark	wich	is	exparged	
with	worters,	bramking	a	slorp.	The	slorp	is	garped	through	several	other	corusces,	finally	
frasGng	a	pragety,	blickant	grankle:	coranda.	Coranda	is	a	cargurt,	grinkling	corandic	and	
borigen.	The	corandic	is	nacerated	from	the	borigen	by	means	of	loracity.	Thus	garkers	
finally	thrap	a	glick,	bracht,	glupous	grapant,	corandic,	which	granks	in	many	starps.		
	
1.  According	to	the	paragraph,	what	is	corandic?	
2.  What	does	corandic	grank	from?	
3.  How	do	garpers	excarp	the	tarances	from	the	corite?	
4.  What	is	coranda?	
5.  How	is	the	corandic	nacerated	from	the	borigen?	
6.  How	many	quesGons	so	far	do	you	think	you	answered	correctly?	
7.  How	were	you	able	to	answer	any	quesGons	about	the	passage	when	it	is	wriSen	in	gibberish?	
8.  Why	do	you	think	I	wanted	you	to	read	this	and	try	to	answer	quesGons	about	it?		
9.  How	might	this	acGvity	be	considered	“test	preparaGon”?	
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•  Copy	the	diagram.		

•  Label	as	much	as	you	can	from	memory	but	use	your	notes	
if	you	get	stuck.	

•  Explain	mitosis	in	language	a	3rd	grader	could	understand.	

•  Open	your	books	to	page	221	and	read	silently	unGl	the	
chime	rings	

Content	Based:		
Reinforcement	
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Content	Based:	Reinforcement	
	

		Solve	each	of	the	following	for	“x.”	Show	all	your	work.		
		It’s	okay	if	you	don’t	finish.	7	minutes.		
	
1.   		3x	+	7x	=	10	
2.   		9x	–	3x	=	14	
3.   		4	+	2x	–	2	=	23	
4.   		2	(7x	+	10)	=	30	
5.   		5x	–	3	(6x	+	4	–	13)	=	7+	2	–	4x	
6.   		(13	–	7	+	4x)	+	5	(2x	+	17	–	1x	–	9)	=	6x	+	13	–	7	(1x	+	4x	–	6x)		
7.   		8y	–	1x	=	9	(2y	+	12	–	3x)	–	9x	
8.   		6y	(3x	–	7)	+	8y	–	3x	(2x)	=	14	–	9y	+	2x	(1y	–	3x	+	16y)	

©	2016	Conscious	Teaching			
www.consciousteaching.com		
800-667-6062	

8	



Content	Based:	Metacogni6on	
	

What	part	of	yesterday’s	lesson	did	you	like	
the	best	or	have	the	easiest	Gme	with?	Why	
do	you	think	this	was?	
	
What	part	of	yesterday’s	lesson	was	most	
difficult	for	you?	Why	do	you	think	this	was?		
	
What	can	you	do	today	when	you	get	bored	
or	you	don’t	understand	to	help	yourself	
stay	focused?	Come	up	with	mulGple	ideas.	
Feel	free	to	get	creaGve.	
	
Pen	to	paper	unGl	the	chime	rings-	8min	
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Content	Based:	Reflec6on	
	

	
What	do	you	remember	from	
yesterday	in	class?		
	
Write	down	everything	you	
can	remember,	start	with	
what	we	learned	and	then	
move	onto	other	things.		
	
6	min	pen	to	paper	
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Is	violence	ever	jusGfied?		

	

Explain	in	detail	giving	examples	

to	support	your	opinion.	Feel	

free	to	draw	visuals	to	go	with	

your	opinion.		

	

Pen	to	paper	for	6	minutes	
	

Content	Based:	Lesson	Intro	
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Content	Based:	Lesson	Intro	
	

Why	do	most	books	and	movies	have	
good	guys	and	bad	guys?	Why	not	
just	one	or	the	other?	
	
	Give	as	many	examples	of	good	and	
bad	guys	as	you	can	think	of	and	then	
explain	how	you	know	which	is	which.	
Feel	free	to	draw	visuals	to	go	with	
your	examples.		
	
Pen	to	paper	for	7	minutes.	
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Content	Based:	Lesson	Intro	
	

	
List	and	explain	as	many	kinds	of,	or	
uses	for,	water	that	you	can	think	of.	
Remember	that	water	comes	in	
different	forms-	gas,	liquid,	solid		
	
If	you	run	out	of	ideas,	describe	as	
many	Gmes	as	you	can	think	of	when	
you	personally	interacted	with	water.	
Feel	free	to	illustrate	your	response.		
	
Pen	to	paper	5	minutes	
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